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Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection Recreational Trails Program Grant Application

for bike/pedestrian connection trail

The Planning and Zoning Department intends to and is preparing to apply for a Recreational Trails Program Grant

Application, to the Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (CT DEEP RTP). This RTP grant

application is the second phase to grant previously awarded to the Town of Colchester in 2015. The previous RTP

grant application was for the study and design of a Bike/pedestrian trail, which would provide a connection between

the 60+ mile Airline Trail and the 26+ mile Richard Goodwin Trial. The connection would result in a contiguous trail

network traveling from East Lyme, CT to the Town of Thompson and the Connecticut/Massachusetts border. The

current proposed RTP Application is for funding of the connecting trail.

The limits of the proposed project are from the south side of Route L6, atthe Babcock Pond Wildlife Management

Area, to the west side of Route I49 at the Church Street intersection. The proposed connecting path will travel from

Route 16, north/west on Cemetery Rd, before turning north onto Church Street and ending at Route 149.

The grant funding shall be utilized for signage and pavement markings. The RTP is an 80/20 matching grant, and like

wedidinthe20L5studygrant,thematchingwillbein-kindservices(essentiallystafftime). Noactualtownfunds

shall be required for this project.

The proposed bike & pedestrian connection trail project is consistent with the Town & State's POCD, Colchester

Open Space Plan, & as well as the SCCOG 201,7 Regional Plan of Conservation & Development.

The Planning & Zoning Department conducted a public informational meeting on the proposed RTP grant application

on tO/4/18. Comments received at the meeting centered around the speed of motorists on Route 149 & the safety

of the crosswalks, trash from trail users, property value questions and projected use volumes.

Recommended Motion:
The Colchester Board of Finance endorses the Planning & Zoning Department's submission of a trail grant

application to the CT DEEP Recreational Trails Program

Attachments:
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